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Do you have anywhere where I could find more information
on FiraSans?

2:20pm

Sure! Check out my website at spiekermann.com. You can also
find more information on the Mozilla blog!

2:24pm

Thanks! I’ll follow you on Twitter too @espiekermann
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Joan Spiekermann 2:06 PM
Anniversary Plans?
Where would you like to go fo...

Gerard Unger
Happy Birthday!
Just wanted to wish you a hap...

May 30

Peter-André Alt
Free Berlin Univ. Alumni
Calling all Art History Alumni w...

1 week ago

Gary Kovacs
Mozilla OS
We want Fira Sans for our OS...

2:20 PM

Evert Bloemsma
New Type for Font Shop Int.
Hi Erik I’m sending you the ne...

Demetrios Fakinos
European Design Award Meeting 
We are trying to meet on the 25...

March 10

Yesterday
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Erik Spiekermann
Developer of FiraSans

“Type is an indicator of culture.”

The world is changing and along with it so is the world of type. 
Erik Spiekermann designed FiraSans for the Mozilla OS because he
described it as the youth’s folley. He sees young people in his country 
get out of college and go crazy over Helvetica not because it is functional,
but because it is beautiful and pleasing to look at. When developing this 
typeface Spiekermann knew that since it was for an OS it had to be functional
as an interface but also pleasing to make people want to use the interface. 

Spiekermann describes creating this typeface as different from any others
he has designed. When developing a user interface typeface the designer
must remember it is not about their vanity or showing the world how great
you are as a designer. It is about the user and the audience of the product
and the typeface is more directed at the user than an expression of what 
you personally want it to look like. FiraSans is an open source font to keep
in spirit of this and is out there to the freedom of those who want to use it.

“We develop the sounds of a word. 
 We decide how we want to hear it.”

Spiekerblog®
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About Erik
Erik was born in a little village in 
Northern Germany. He studied art 
history and architecture and whilst 
doing that he ran a print shop. 
He only then got into design once 
his print shop burned down. 

He then began marking up type in 
London for the art directors since 
he no longer had a shop to 
work from. Next, he became a 
corporate designer and connected 
the people he knew in London 
that were designing to the 
businesses in Germany. 

He continued on and eventually in
the late 90s he created FontShop 
International. FontShop is an online 
collection of thousands of fonts and 
typefaces from type designers 
around the world. 


